RFSU Statement on a new framework of action for follow-up to the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Beyond 2014

RFSU, The Swedish Association for Sexuality Education, calls on the participants in the 2014 International Parliamentarian Conference (IPCI) on the Implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action, to be bold and frank in recognising the challenges that still remain to fulfil the commitments made in 1994. Strong action is urgently needed to address the persistent gaps in order to save lives, empower individuals and improve sustainable development outcomes in full respect of the human rights. The IPCI conference and outcome document will be invaluable contributions in advancing the agenda, particularly for adolescents, and we trust in your capacity to lead the way forward in this regard. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]RFSU, founded in 1933, is the leading organisation in Sweden in the field of sexual and reproductive health and rights. RFSU is a member-based organisation independent of party politics and religion and one of the founder members of International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF).  RFSU works locally, nationally and internationally on issues such as safe and legal abortions, comprehensive sexuality education and LGBT-persons rights, through awareness raising, advocacy, and support to sexual and reproductive health and rights organisations in low-income countries. 
ICPD was a milestone in the history of population and development. By demonstrating the interrelationships between population, sustained economic growth, health, education, economic status and women’s empowerment and human rights, ICPD recognises the need to promote policies, which support sustainable development. 2014 marks a significant year, as the operational review of the implementation of the ICPD draws to a close it presents an opportunity to re-affirm and to prioritise the emerging issues of the ICPD and the Programme of Action.

RFSU hereby urges the Parliamentarian’s attending the IPCI conference to take important steps forward to ensure that policies, resources and programmes are in place beyond 2014, by promoting, respecting, protecting and fulfilling sexual and reproductive health and rights of all without discrimination. Moving beyond the ICPD operational review it is crucial that governments now further strengthen their efforts to ensure that adolescents, women and men throughout the life cycle, have full access to services and information in relation to their sexual and reproductive health and rights so that they can become empowered and make informed choices about their bodies, lives and sexuality.   
We strongly encourage the Parliamentarians to build on the successes from the ICPD Operational Review and prioritise the following key recommendations in the further implementation beyond 2014:




· Ensure that the needs and sexual and reproductive health and rights of adolescents and young people, are fully addressed and included.

· Achieve universal and equal access to quality and comprehensive sexual and reproductive health information, education and services, including the right and access to safe and legal abortion, comprehensive sexuality education and modern use of contraception - regardless of age, gender and marital status.  

· Achieve universal recognition of sexual rights and reproductive rights, and strengthen measures to eliminate all forms of discrimination and violence based on gender identity or sexual orientation.

· Ensure political and financial support for the achievement of gender equality and the full realization of women’s and girl’s rights and empowerment. 

· Ensure that the ICPD Programme of Action and its reviewed outcome documents are fully integrated in the Post - 2015 development agenda. Sexual and reproductive health and rights must be included concretely within a future health goal and a stand-alone gender equality goal. 

· Ensure that national and regional accountability mechanisms are put in place with clear time-bound targets to oversee the fulfilment of the outcomes of the operational review of the implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action.
